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This Rhapsody, number 40/ 41 of the Slovak Melodies for Children, is based on two songs—Hey, Blow You 
Summer Wind and Hey, What a Beautiful House.  Bartok skillfully meshed them to create a composition for 
piano, and I have arranged the piece for solo Horn, with the idea that frequently the songs were collected 
unaccompanied, so playing them solo is a kind of return to their source.---W.K.
  

40. Hey! Blow you summer wind                 41.Hey, what a beautiful house

Hey!  Blow you summer wind,                      Hey, what a beautiful
Bring with you the sweet smell.                     House is this county hall.
Clouds in the sky.                                           Hey, will you sit there,
Wet the ground with dew.                               Janko, some day?  
                                                                        
Hey!  Green forest                                          Janicek Vrsovsky,
With tinseled trees.                                         Don’t go without your axe!
If you saw my darling,                                    Hey, you are worth as much as 
You would bring her to me.                            Seven other lads.

                                                                        I have no fear alone
                                                                        If seven would come!
                                                                        Hey, even twelve can come.
                                                                        I will thrash my way out of it.

“No. 40. is a shepherd’s song (velaska, also known as detvanska [from the village of Detva, in the Zvolen 
district of Slovakia]), probably dating back to ancient times.  The autochthonous Slovak structure consists of 
an improvisation–like-melody made up of six-syllable text lines, in parlando-rubato (that is, free) rhythm.  
The source melody to No. 41 is unavailable.” ---Piano Music of Bela Bartok, Series II, Benjamin Suchoff, 
editor; Dover Publications, Inc.  180 Varick St. New York, NY 10014, Copyright 1981
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